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Crjar Chiavea:

Tha resalutions that perain o s Department—adopiod 31 ihe 2004 annual mesting of the
Conservabion Federation of Missoud [(CF 8 —have bean mveswed by staff, In meponss. we
suirmil tha fodowing comermenls;

RESOLUTION MO. 2 - MDC AD HOC TEAM
CFEM prdorsss the implamentation of Bw Waiphfed Sandom Seiecfion O in
implementation of a preference point system for MOC madaged hmis

RESPOMSE; The Depatment of Consarvalion apgreclates the follow-up Input af ihs
Congereation Federatan of Missoun bn respange o the Report of thie Ad Hoe Tesm
Reviewing Hunt Selection Procedures. Tha Ad Hoc Team's effcrd was an undertalkeng of the
Departments Requlstions Commithes i responss bea 2005 resalulion by 1he Federation
Subsaquen 10 the 2006 resalubion on ihis lepc by the Federation, the Regqulalions Commilies
tashed an implementztion team o idantify 2 pathway leading Io imolementaton of ihe weighted
randam selection process for cartain managed dee hunts, A report was provided bo the
Requlations Commiles snd Corsenvation Commission for corsiceration, and will 2erve 45 a
baais for further action

RESOLUTION NO. 8 - STUDENT CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

CEM recormernds ihaf tha Dapartmant of Conserabon collaborals with the
Migsoun Cooperaive Exbaneion Servics, faderal, state and non-Jovemmant
orgarizations o sponsor twe cormenvabion plol programs. |n bolh urban and rural
areas, w0 edurafion high school students in consaning e stata’s nalural
resounces through band-o actvties

RESPONSE: The Missour Dapartment of Conservation sugpons the concept of pilol studend
conseration aciviliestorganizatiors far Righ schoal stuterts (in rural snd when aeas
Missou] Cooperafive Exdension has sxpressed an inlereal in working bo bedin thess b plicd
afforis, with one posaible method being develcpment of Junior Master Naturalist chaplers 1o
Fulfill Bt corcept, We do not support that poricuiar spproach 8t this Bme. The Missoun Masbor
Hnduralisl propram was bequn by MOC in scoperathon with Exiension amd we aré inding it
chalinnging o meel the staffing neads o grow el adull pogram, 5o expansion nto reachag a
yoamger audencs iz not fasinle ved, MDC will continue bo explore and avaluale potertial
pplicne (o incresss educational efforts of high school shedanls
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Sinee the oversll rasolution bagan with noting & lack of conservation education in high school,
it's importart ta mention that MDC is working to develop conservation education instructional
units for Missour high schools in 2008, We will alzo provide grant funding to support cutdoar
learning as part of thosa units, Eventually this will be part of our |arger Learning Jutdoors
school program for grades K-12—an effort 1o provide hands-on consarvation aducation inan
effective and focused way to Missour studants throughout their school years.

RESOLUTION NO. 11 - PRIVATELY OWNED FOREST LAND MANAGEMENT
GFM encourages increased funding for forest managemant through LISDA
Forest Land Enhancement Program, Wildiife Habital Incentive Program,
Envirarmental Quelity Incantive Program, MOC cost-3hare program and other
applicable afternativas.

RESPONSE: Inreased cost share funding for private forest land maragement activibies is a
priority for MDC. Efforts are underway on several fronts to make this a reality. We will be
warking with LISDA NRCS state leadershep in the near future to heighten awareness of forest
managemenl and explore the pessibility of dedicating same EQIF or other program furids o
icrestry praclices. The Nabonal Assoclation of State Foresters, the USDA Forest Service, and
the Saciaty of Amencan Forestars ara all actively engaged in shaging the 2007 Farm Bill to
ensure the presence of forestry programs in the Farm Bill,

More immediataly, the amount of cost share monay allocated to states from the LS. Foresi
Service lhrough the Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) is objectively determinec basec
on a formuda which takes into account several state factors including: the amount of private
forest land, tha numbar of private forest landowners, the number of acras of privale foresl land
physically capable of supporting commercisl forestry aclivities, sk of foresl insecl and ciseass
irfastation, and miles of seams whose impairment can be remedied through foresiry activiies
|ternparature, sediment, and nutrients). In order for a stale o recedve more FLEF money. the
gverall program funding from Congress must ba increasad

Monies from MDC's internal cost share program ane avallable o fund forest managemend
activities anc ore used an a roufine basiz, This fund has remained stable in the face of recent
budget pressures, and will lkely continue to do so. However, the chances of large incraasas in
this program are sHim due to competition with the mynad other programs funded in the
Department's budget,

Farastry Division will work diigently o maintain curment cost share levels with traditional
partnars and explore new opportunities with non-traditional partners
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RESOLUTION NO, 12 - BLACK BEARS OF MIZ30URI

CFM requesis (he Departmant of Consecsation conduct & large-scale
assssarment and dudy of the black bear in Missoun, 1o indude s scenbhc
peapulation esbmate, dentification of majos raved comdors, reproductive
evalualions, hakital ared resauns selechions, den incatons, behavwaor and
dispersal and disir ufion patterns

RESPONSE: The Missouri Departmeni of Conservation has Inng held an interest in battar
dafining Ihe comeenaton statis of the black beas in Missour. W have done sormo basic
resaarch work, and have documanted s Missoun has a small bt elowly growing black bear
population m tha stale, About 3 decace ago, we surveyed (e state to defermine ine sfaks and
distibulion of black beans and bieck bear Rakdat, and lound that we had somewhars i Lhe
neihbew heod of 150 1o 300 black bears, generally in the southerr therd of fhee shale Thal
number may e approcahiog 400 or more today. We conducted 2 vary thorgugh and intensive
hait-slabion sursey, covering over 60 different Iramgects in the beal besr habital {approxmately
4,000 bat-stations) to datesmine the distibubon of baars in the state. A portion of thess: mutes
has been suriyea annually since then, with a very fow vedlalion rale (about 1%). suggesting 3
waary Iow chensily of bears. A total of 548 black bear sighling reparts were recorded in 56
countes during his project, and in 20 counties, beans were only raporied in ong OF DA Years,
suggRsting lransient animals. We deveioped a bear habitat modet, and estimate that Missoun
has approvimatedy 3 miflion acres of ke Fabitat, scatterad inthres blocks, and they ane not
contguous with the best bear habitat in Arkensas. The fnal iesesarch resaor is avallable upon
request, We mairtain close contaod with bear biologists in Arkansas and Olkdahoma, andg share
data ana informaton thal felp v 10 manage aur amall populsion. Today we have an aclive
nwisance e maragemend program, with emphasis o prevention of bear problams, and use
of delarrenis rather than 8 capre/removal program. We are menssted | 3 |.'.|Zl|'||]1‘l.lil'|ﬂ program
ol uck baar resaarch, ard ook farvard o forming funding parimeseships will olher inderestad
conservation groups

RESOLUTHON NO. 14 — ATLATL HUMTING

CFM urges the Department of Conservalion o corsidern legalizing the atiat and
dart for hembing small game and o enderieke 3 study o determmine The feagibty
af harvesting big game

RESPOMSE: The Deparhment of Conssrvation s currantly stedying e use of the etatl for
takiruy wibdiile, Should the alall te approved by the Corservation Cammission as a method for
taking wildlife, ihe ikely affective date would be March, 2007

RESOLUTION MO, 15 - TRAPPING FEES
CFM requists the Depariment of Consensalion suspend the reguiremants of
inclivicuals 65 vears of age and older to purchase a frapping license,
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RESPONSE: The Missouri Department of Canservation has required trappers 1o purchase a
trapping license annually to help maintain contact with trappers in the state since the early
1950s, Currently, about 4,500 trappers purchase this permit and a substantial porfion are
already over 65 years of age (the average age of Missouri frappers is now near 50 yvears of
age). The frapping permit fee is relatively inexpensive ($10), and provides for an economical
way for the Department to identify the participants in this activity, and to survey them
periodically about their efforts and opinions. Trapping provides many benefits 1o the Department
and to the public. and some licensing requirement is an essential part of our managemernt
program, and provides some amount of aceountability to the public. In our efforts to continue Lo
supporl and define the benefits of trapping in the eyes of the public, our commurnication
messages often refer (o the llcensing requirements as well as other aspects of law enforcement,
We think it is essential thal we continue Lo require all trappers {other than those exempl) 1o have
a license.,

RESOLUTION NO. 18 — PRAIRIE CHICKENS/PRAIRIE

CFM supports the efforts of the Missouri Department of Conservation and the
Grassland Coalition to protect and restore prairie chickens, grassland wildife and
Missourn's prairie heritage.

RESPONSE: The Missourl Department of Conservation renewed its emphasis on Grealer
Prairie-Chicken recovery during 2005 by updating land management, monitoring and landowner
outreach strategies 1o address the coninued decline of this state endangered species, Pariner
and peer review of those recommendations helped produce a comprehansive action plan for the
first five years of a long-term recovery effort. Financial investments beginning in 2006 will
support additive management of public and private lands in select landscapes, fund monitoring
and habitat use studies and enable initial translocations. The Department will continue to work
with Missouri Grasslands Coaliion partners through the auspices of Missoun's Comprehensive
Wildlife Strategy to engage new partners and secure additional resources to support recovery
effort= over the long term. These investments of financial resources, stafl ime and agency
attertion will pay dividends to a wide array of grassland plant and animal species repraesentalive
of Missouri's praine hentage.

RESOLUTION NO. 19 — ALTERNATE HUNTER EDUCATION METHODS

CFM encourages the Department of Conservation to explore the possibility of alternative
Hunter Education delivery methods which will complement the excellent program
currently in place, while maintaining the present level of educational reliability.

RESPONSE: The Missour Department of Conservation concurs with this resolution and is in
the process of exploring alternative defivery methods for mandatory Hunter Education. We pian
to move from planning to implementation in the upcoming year as we pilot alternative methods
to complement the excellent program currently in place to maintain hunter safaty.



Mr. Dave Murphy
Page 5
July &, 2006

RESOLUTION NO. 20 — NATIONAL HERITAGE STATUS FOR THE

COMFLUENCE AREA

CFM expresses its suppert for Nafional Heritage Designation for the confluence area,
provided it is not in conflict with the Departments of Conservation and Matural Resources
goals and objectives,

RESPONSE: The Department of Conservation recognizes the unigue importance of the
Missouri and Mississippi River confluance area to fish and wildlife resources plus outdoor
recreation and open space. The Mississippi and Missouri Rivers are the grealest rivers in MNorth
America and their confluence immediately north of St. Louis is an outstanding natural heritage
The Columbla Bottom Conservation Area and the Edward "Ted” and Pal Jones Confluence
Point State Park serve as anchors for the confluence area, A number of organizations and
agencies are working on open space conservalion, habitat restoration, and a linked system of
multi-use tralls, recreation facilities, and historic and heritage sites from these two large public
ownerships to the Gateway Arch and south to the Meramec River. National heritage status for
the confluence area, if authorized would assist local residents and conservation partners in
preserving the natural values of the Missour and Mississippi Rivers and their fioodplains.

As you know, the Conservation Commission endorsed these Department responses al its June
23, 2006 meeting. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

OHN D. HOSKINS

DIRECTOR

& Conservation Commissionarns
Asgsistant Director Brown
Assistant Director Smith

Assistant Director Siehmer
Commission Secrelary



